BUDDY BALL ANNOUNCERS/UMPIRES GUIDE
This is a generic guide and may be deviated from depending on desire and circumstances.
If you sign up to be an announcer…..thanks! You are a HUGE part of our team. We need you to be there 15 minutes before the start of the game.  If you can not make the game, please call the coordinator or coach  to let them know as soon as possible.
The announcer / umpire is like the master of ceremonies. We need you to be fun and animated, the kookier the better. This is big time for these kids! Here is your line-up.
· Locate the wireless microphone and ensure the batteries are good. You will be allowed to be in the press box or out on the field. You may also play music over the sound system. 

· Get the player line up from each coach. This should include the players names, the positions they are going to play (some fun facts about them) and their buddies. The coaches should come prepared with the line-up and only have to write in the buddy names. 

· Give the players and buddies about 15 minutes before  the game time start to get acquainted and warm up a bit. 

· While they are “warming up” get the coaches to bring in the Team Captain from each team for the coin toss. Let one of them toss the coin if they can. Make a big deal…….”Now from the Braves – Team Captain so and so  will face off with the Team Captain so and so from the Cubs  for the coin toss”. Then announce who will bat first. Big claps and high fives. 

· Then get the coaches to line up their teams and the buddies on the first and third bases. With the line-up sheets you had……get everyone’s attention. 

·  “Welcome to the Buddy Ball League baseball game against the Braves and Cubs”. We are going to quickly go through the team line-up for today’s game. Then announce each player and their buddies – clap and make a big deal. 

· (Optional) After you get through the roster – then say” Now everyone let’s stand for the singer of our national anthem by our guest singer ______”.   Give the guest singer the microphone and let them sing. If for some reason – you can not locate the singer (hopefully not the case) – just pull someone out of the crowd or grab a bunch of buddies and ask them to sing (they are all pretty easy). Or play it from You Tube.
· Then get the team out on the field and tell the catcher to get ready for the first pitch. Announce that we are going to do the first pitch by (announce their name). Give them a ball and ask them to throw it to the catcher (they may have to get super close). 

· Then scream – ok let’s play ball! 

· Everyone claps and makes a big deal 

· Then it is just calling the game – “Up first from the Braves is so and so……..if you have some fun facts about him from the coach on the line-up sheet……say it. 

· Be really animated – make stuff up……talk baseball. The kids love it! 

· After about 2 innings of play – announce that we are going to sing the 7th inning stretch. 

· Grab some buddies and players and sing Take me out to the Ballgame! Make sure you point – “for it’s 1 – 2 – 3 times your out” they love to count it. 

· Then call another inning or 2. Make sure to announce that this is the last inning. 

· When the coaches give you the sign, call “ballgame”!  

· Ensure that the players line up and run through the Victory Tunnel after the game. 

· Turn microphone off and return it to the press box or coordinator.
· Get a snack and drink and give yourself a big pat on the back for making this a great day for the kids!   THANK YOU. 
